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: vAnd we did just the opposite .of
|mented. '
|sald, to get his life jacket and

|upon arriving at the entrance’]of
|the guariers, found the; entire ship

ELEVEN SURVIVORS .
OF TANKER LANDED

ifentinued from Fage (ne)

He was a wiper in the engine
Toem. | - ;

e wu'in the mess hall drinking
a cup of coffee," He satd, “and a
gang of us were {alking about what
we'd do if a torpedo hit us” He
told of thes copcussion and the
godden side-slip-of the vessel, and
of the bedlam whiech followsd.

what we said we'd do," he eom-

'He went to the forecastle’ he

in flames. When he finally seach-

a Me boat which .was belng
warsd, he was told that it was
full and to go to another. Making
his way nalong the faming walk-
way, be found a secopd boat. In
thehaste and confusion, the boat
had |pearly capsized, anpd was in
no conditien to float, he said.

* " 'Hangs fo- Line
Hanging to "lnEe over the side
of the ship, he trled to make his
way| back tp the deck, after an

weak to puoll himsslf up the line,
he hung there, boping for rescuas,
1 A& Filipino mess-boy, who had
algo | tried to right the eapsizid
life eraft, was below him oo the
line, he sabd, *1 tried to get him
to grab my feet but he eouldn’t
make L After a few nllompis,
he just let go and fell inlo| the
water and disappeared,” be| re-
late, |

| “Finally, 1 jumped clear of the
side [and hit the water," Ga I
continued, ““and believe me, I just
didn't expect io come away from
that rness alive. I iried to swim
glear of the ship, through that
hlazing oil. Three Hmes I came
up to the surface through the oil
and felt my halr eatch fire,! he
gaid.| *T'd duck under and stay
as long as I could, then come up
agein. After a while 1 came yp
l‘“:. spot that wasg clear of the
fire~ and began swimming away
from Itht ahip.

“f saw a buddy of mine aboutb
50 Ieet away,”’ s ERld, "“pnd
L began moving over itoward him,
intending to let bim Hang oo to
me if he didn't have a life jackel
He tald me to ltﬂ-:!'tlﬂﬁ; Ijg;tlu
hie thought 1 was er his jacket,
d 1 ddidn’t blame hi*ne,” he
ntinwed, T put my wool cap
aver my nose to keep out (the gus
fumes, but it didn't do mml_h good.
Inia few minptes I heard o fellow
“for me io eodne toward
him, 'bit I ecouldn't ‘see him  at
;. i -me difections on

first. He" gav
hl}':f'h locate him onghis life raft,
aver, ad to be

after that

and I swam
kel on - board
Irjus ‘ahout an hour,
1.Li:| plped to row
;IT; o - I {
= “wmy - just “plaln
e
¢ hun t :
He told 'of his  intentlon “jo

t laid- there
I gat up an
P r.u Ga
sald; {nand’ tadﬂntﬁr: "'mm
iru'h- "t -sen, I'm golng “to
ol ik

jpin the Mavy-and help to get the
ﬁmuiuu that {infest the Atlam

Ensign Robert B. Hijtehlhs, USH,
who was ‘commander, of ‘the nn:J
crew ‘oo the:ill-fated rrﬂr.:]:.u T;.r-

In' b ; 4 BI =
in his’ bunk ‘readin e mad
‘ran from

atiempt to right the life boat, Too |

, mot be the hants|2

first but it wasn't long before ev-

coulin® help it with thai kind of
death staring us in  the, face.'”

The narrator, Herbert L, Gard-
ner, Jr,, 22, of Nashville, Tenn..

ing just finished a .course of in-
struction st the Maritime 'Commis-
sion school in St Petersburg,. Fla.
civil life, recaived his commission
oo the old Navy iraining ship Il
linois some tifme ago.
' Hers of Sinking
At tha  time:of the ecxplosion
Quartermaster Edwin Choney, 24,
aof ¥Yedon, FPa,, was at the wheel
of the vessel. Ha didn't have much
to say about t’nf terrible ordeal
he went lhrn-zda:::, huhimll.fidrﬁcqwum
shipmates eredit | BAN-
ing many of 1.h|'lpdd.r lives. S
Cheney swam o a life raft after
jumping overboard, and by call-
ing directions and words of en-
couragetnent through the smoke
nnd flames was a to guide s&v-
eral of the men 1o the rafi.
He aod severnal of the survivers
who found saoctuary on board the
tiny life raft submiited their bod-
ies to eruel pinishment during the
night when they alternated in muk.
ing humen carlocks sp that the
pihers could pull the heavy oars
necessary lo get away from the
AT,
Cheney's body was black where
the oars had brulsed his body as
the men pait 'l!ll.'H" strength againsi
the sea. “"We just et ‘em  pull
pgainst uws, It wasn't anything,™
he sald,
When the 11 men were pickea
up by a Coast Guard cutter earky
Friday momng they had spent
pipe hourg on the Litde life raft,
expecting " ovpry moment to  be
their last. As|Ensign Hutchins pul
it, "We surdly Uwved out lifetimes
out there," |
Brooght into Sou
vivors were rushed to the Arthur
Dosher Memorial hosplial for
ireatment. Many of the men were
unrecognizable undoer their cenf of
crude oll and burns, A little Fili-
ping messboy, his eyes seaved
from the cruel blaze, was pitifully
helding to the belt of a éompaoion
for guidanece, His face puffed frem
the blisters which covered his
bedy, be is now sulfering in. &i-
lenee in his room at the hosplial
Before the men. arcived at e
hospltal, the lo¢al auxiliacy nurses
corps of the American Hed I'.!m%l
had been  summoned from  thelr
homed in Southport, to ald.in tak-
ing care of the men. They worked
feasingly untll each man was
the best of care,.and then
went [nte town te bring back bed-
clothing and sirest dress for them,
The condition of all the survivors
at Southport 'was reporied "gulLd"
by a mavil doctor in: chargg.|
Bring in Dead {
Later in the afterncon anofher
rescue “boat’ arrived’ at Southport,
but this ime there were no men
whe walked from the.dock - wlitn
5 prayer of thanks on thelr Hps—
only & row afidead bodles recov-
ered from the sea as they washed
away from, the flaming: nrea. '
Cmly Sine  depd ~had |I11&d.
it wag leatned; | the
wning: sod, sulfoca-
ton- Thiey wdre taken {0 a smgll
imstablishrment | in

, ihe sur-

Scuthport where ihe' business jof
ident them began, | | |
Many of the drowned men bad

their {dentiffcation papers in-thelr
‘clothing, ' but Hﬂﬂlﬂi':l?n:ghj.h

rognlzed by thele surylv .
ﬂflu Saturday morning. ||

Daring Affray He

. i
Thres parsces wars theated n

s got exeited. I guess we|

was on his first sgav oyage, hav-|,
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